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Familiar faces on town of Stonington’s
select board ballot for 2026 election

February 26, 2026

BY JACK BEAUDOIN
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L-R: Donna Brewer, John Robbins {Photos by Jack Beaudoin).

STONINGTON—Voters here should recognize both candidates running for the
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since 2010 and previously served on the school board during the 1990s, while her
colleague, John Robbins has been on the select board for all but one term in the
past 25 years. Both incumbents are running unopposed for the two seats available
this year.

Stonington residents can vote from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Monday, March 2, at Town
Hall. In addition to the select board positions, there’s also a school board seat with a
single candidate, Chelsea Torrey (see page 2), running and referendum questions
for third-party requests—funding requests from nonprofits which, if approved, would
add just under $90,000 to the 2026 municipal budget.

Donna Brewer

Brewer, who grew up and went to school in Stonington, runs an upholstery business
doing “furniture facelifts” while also making and re-covering boat cushions. In her
spare time, she jokes, she works on the family scallop farm, sometimes on the water
and sometimes driving product to Portland. And in her spare, spare time, she does
the books for both businesses.

Brewer’s public service is deeply rooted in her island upbringing and experiences
raising four children here. Above all, she wants Stonington to return to the kind of
vibrancy and year-round life she knew growing up.

“We are currently a retirement community and | would like to see that balance shift,”
she said. “| would like to see houses lit up evenings year-round, not just in the
summer. | would really like to see these houses full of families like they were when |
was growing up here."

While she seeks a healthy balance between tourism and year-round business,
Brewer specifically supports town efforts to maintain year-round businesses on Main
Street, buttress Stonington’s waterfront businesses, and continue to focus on the
lobster and aquaculture industries, which she says still drives most of the local
economy.

“I fully support the efforts to attract teachers, dentists, doctors, pharmacists, and any
of the other people that we need to keep our community going,” she said, adding, “I
have always supported our waterfront heritage. | would like to see more opportunity
for young people to do jobs on the water.”

If elected, Brewer said she would continue the current board's priorities— increasing
the availability of affordable housing to keep working people on the island,
supporting waterfront businesses, and working on ways to keep property taxes
affordable. But she also hopes to tackle the vexing challenge of reducing the town'’s
municipal waste and the expenses it creates.

“The transfer station is a tough one,” she said. “So much of this is out of our control.
| will continue to encourage recycling and composting. | also feel that we need to
address how we deal with commercial trash.”

She also seeks greater input from residents on town issues. “My door is always
open and | encourage people to bring me their concerns and ideas,” she said.

John Robbins

Like Brewer, John Robbins has decades of public service under his belt and a deep
connection to the Island. He “admits” he was born in Deer Isle, but his family moved
to Stonington sixty years ago. In that time, he went to school, built his own house on
Airport Road, and been a jack-of-all-trades: he’s dug clams, fished for lobsters and
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opened up a tree business. He was a commercial diver for 20 years, done some
caretaking and operates a plowing business.

He says he first ran for public office because former select board member Richard
Larrabee challenged him by saying, “If you think this is so easy, there's a vacant
seat so why don't you run?” He's continued to serve because he feels a sense of
duty to the town, worrying that there aren’'t enough people with the willingness or
time to hold public positions.

Robbins’ vision for Stonington is rooted in fiscal survival and blue-collar pragmatism.
His greatest concern is the “tax out” effect on long-term residents and those on fixed
incomes. As home prices and valuations rise, the pressures on taxes increase as
well, he said, and the town’s most vulnerable residents are facing difficult choices.
He thinks the town as a whole needs to make similarly hard choices.

“We're a wanting people,” he said. “| want this, | want my sidewalk, | want that. But i
things keep going this way, people just aren't going to be able to afford it....The
people we got here that’s pretty much made this place here today, you're going to
have to kick ‘em out and somebody else’s going to have to take over because they
can't afford the taxes. It's sad.”

Robbins said he doesn't have a specific agenda, but among places he'd look for
incremental savings are at the transfer station, the road department and the schools.

“I think with the transfer station we are going to have to do something there,” he
said. "Maybe we're going to have to shut some days down—so many days open,
and some closed.”

As for roads, the town is already stretching the budget so thinly that Robbins worries
for the health and safety of town employees. For example, he wonders if Stonington
should prioritize snow removal for main arteries during storms while waiting until
plow drivers get some rest between shifts before tackling secondary roads.

But the most urgent need is getting a handle on the school budget, which is
generally outside the control of the Island select boards. “It's one of the biggest bites
of money that makes up the budget,” Robbins said. “l think we need to spend time
there and just see if there’s a lot of—I don't know if you want to call it funny money—
but are there things that can actually be done without increasing [the annual
budget]?”

Having built his own house, he's very supportive of the recent Hewes Family gift of a
half-million dollars to support education in the building trades, both for school
students and adult learners. He points out that recent housing projects don’t work for
islanders who are frying to run their own trade-related businesses because there's
no place to park trucks and other equipment. “I'm not against affordable housing, but
| think they're going about it in a wrong way,” he said.

Like Brewer, he encourages people to let him know what they want prioritized over
the next three years. “You have to listen to the people to find out what's wanted,” he
said, “and then be open-minded, listen to the people pretty much and get some type
of vision.”
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